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 CAMPAIGN ENDS |
RAT RIS

third phase of the Lok Sab
polls in Uttar Pradesh ended on
Sunday 6 pm after days of hectic
roadshows, rallies by rival politic
cal lm(li]ers for the 10 constitug
cies which will go the polls on
May 7. Sambhal. Hathias (S0),
Agra (SC), Fatehpur Sikri, Flroﬂ.

nds, polling for 10 LS

zabad, Mainpuri, Etah, Buda
Aonla and Bareilly will go

polls in the current phase. ->ps

A Union minister, two U.P.
isters and three Yadav
ily members among
candidates in the fray;
won 8 seats, SP 2 in

9

Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com
LKNOW: Ahead of Tuesday’s

abha constituencies in Uttar
Pradesh concluded on Sunday
fi rallies, attacks

candidates.

‘will vote in the
ay 7, Uttar chief elect-

: Rinwa said.
total of 100 candidates are

i constituen-
. The prestige of the Samaj-
Party’s Yadav family is at

ase. SP chief Akhilesh Yadav's
f¢ Dimple Yadav is contesting
Mainpuri, Aditya Yadav
Akshay Yadav

from Hathras, BJP Kisan
tcha national president Raj-
kumpar Chahar from Fatehpur

ikfi and Union minister SP

ly, Rinwa said.
BJP aims to breach the

| Yadav family’s stronghold while
the SP has fortified its citadel by

allying with the Congress.
BJP had wen eight out of

10 seats in 2019 —Hathras,
atehpur S‘Ikri._Firorzabad.

cks by leaders

ird phase on

Fatehpur Sikri)

Etah, Budaun, Aonla and

‘Bareilly. The Samajwadi Party

won the Mainpuri and Sambhal
seats while its then alliance
artner, the Bahujan Samaj
arty, failed to open its account
?n this region. ’
The SP has fielded candidates
or nine seats and allotted the
atehpur Sikri seat to the Con-
ess, Shivpal Yadav's rebellion
2019 had weakened the SP
ut he is back in the party fold
ow, giving it hope of consoli-
ating its position in Yadav-
d. The BJP plans to maintain
ts hold on OBC voters with the
upport of its ally, the RLD.

eats in ;U.P. tomorrow

FILEPHOTC

OBC voters, including Yadavs,
Lodhs, Shakyas, Sainis, Kacchis,
Baghels, Jats, Muraos, Kurmis,
besides Dalits, play a decisive
role in seats in the Braj region.
The Muslim vote is key on three
seats in Rohilkhand - Sambhal,
Budaun and Aonla.

The support of the upper
castes — Brahmins, Kshatriyas
and Vaishyas — gave the BJP the
edge in 2019. Going solo, the
BSP appears to be attempting tc
dent the BJP and SP support
base as it has fielded upper
caste, Muslim and OBC candi-
dates on various seats.

For his part, Rinwa said the
district election officers (DEOSs)
have been instructed to provide
necessary facilities to voters and
polling personnel at the polling
booths. Medical kits should be
provided to the polling parties
for protection from heat, Rinwa
said. The DEOs have been also
told to ensure that after the
campaign ends, leaders, office
bearers and workers from other
districts are not present in the
constituency.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the BJP campaign,
along with chief minister Yogi
Adityanath, Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
and deputy CMs Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Brajesh Pathak.
Akhilesh Yadav participated in a
road show in Mainpuri and
addressed public meetings.
Congress leader Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra participated in a road
show in Fatehpur Sikri. BSP
chief Mayawati and national
coordinator Akash Anand led
their party’s campaign.
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Phase 3 campz

“Muslim vote bank”. “They

(Congress) now want to do
acrossthe country what they did
in Karnataka. They want to rob
the reservation of SC/ST and OBC
on the basis of religion,” he said.

PTl adds: In Telangana, ad-
dressing a rally at Nirmal under
Adilabad Lok Sabha con-
stituency, Congress leaderRahul

Gandhi reiterated hischargethat
Modi was against reservation,

“Narendra Modiji is against
reservation. He wants to take
away reservation from you. The
biggest issue before the country
isincreasing reservation from 50
per cent,” he said.

Rahul claimed that the ongo-
ing general elections was be-
tween two ideologies in which
the Congress was trying to safe-
guard the Constitution, while the
BJP-RSS combine wanted to end

itand people'srights. He said the

BjPIead_ers have said thatiftheir

and finish the
Constitution. “If the Constitution
isfinished, reservation will end,”
hesaid, adding thatthe BJPwants
backward classes, Dalits and
Adivasis to remain backward.
The reservation issue domi-
nated the campaign discourse in
the run-up to the third phase, as
the NDA and INDIA bloc levelled
charges and counter-charges.

Opposition continued its
that the BJP wanted to win
than 400 seats so that it
make changes in the
Congtitution and snatch away
the rvation benefits of SCs,
OBCs. Modi countered
with the argument that the

t for

in 2099, won 75 of the 93 seats
goingto polls on Tuesday, while
the INDIA bloc parties had won
only 11. Four seats had gone to
the uhdivided Shiv Sena, two
were won by independents, and
one by the AIUDF. |
TheBJPalso pounced on Sam
Pitroda’s comment that the US
Ce tax was an interest-
ing iflea, alleging that the
Congfess would redistribute
ly to its bank”. The

constifuencies will have gone to
polls, feaning that more than
half of the total seats. in Lok

Sabhawi beendecided. All
the remaining 25 seats (barring
Surat) §n Gujarat will vote in a
single

on Tuesday, along-

+

and its allies, which had, * i

ign for 93 seats ends

ide the remaining seven seats

Chhattisgarh and 14 in
arnataka. This will mark the
end of polling in these states.
olling has also ended in
ajasthan, Kerala and Tamil
adu.

Among the other constituen-

e 8 MAY 024

les votingin the third phaseare |

urin Assam, five in Bihar, seven
inChhattisgarh, eightin Madhya

adesh, 11 in Maharashtra, 10

Uttar Pradesh and fourin West
ngal. -
- Some of the key seats are:
ndhinagar, where Home
inister Amit Shah is contest-
ing; Baramati, where Sharad
ar’s daughter Supriya Sule is
king on his nephew Ajit
war’s wife Sunetra Pawar;
disha, where the BJP has
Ided former Madhya Pradesh
ief Minister Shivraj Singh

) Haveri (Basavraj

In Karnataka, where the

ouhan; Guna (Jyotiraditya |
india), Dharwad‘(Pralhad

Dhubri (Badruddin Ajmal), |

jwal sex assault case
k centrestage over the last |
days, the BJP had bagged all
14 seats voting on Tuesday. |
th the JD(S) being an ally of
BJP, C includ-
ing Rahul dhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, targeted Modi
his party over the case.
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Constitution, quota at centre stage,
Phase 3 campaign for 93 seats ends

Modi targets SP, Cong ‘dynastic politics’;
PM wants to take away quota: Rahul

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, MAY 5
CAMPAIGNING ENDED on
Sunday for the third phase of the
Lok Sabha elections, the run-up
to which saw the Constitution
and reservation issue dominat-
ing the poll discourse. With the
first two phases registeringadip
in voter turnout as compared to
2019, the question is whether the
third phase will buck the trend.
While 94 constituencies

across 12 states and Union
Territories were scheduled to
vote on Tuesday, the BJP has al-
ready won Surat in Gujarat un-
opposed, and the poll for
Anantnag-Rajouri seatin Jammu
and Kashmir has been deferred
to May 25. However, pollingin
Betul inMadhya Pradesh, which
was to be held in the second
phase on April 26, was post-
poned to May 7 after the death
of the BSP candidate.

In the final hours of cam-
paigning on Sunday, Prime

3

Mihister Narendra Modi and the
BJP stepped up the attack on the
C ss and its INDIA bloc al-

lies, while the Opposition lead-
ers hit back in equal measure.

Madi, who offered prayers at_ )X

the Ram temple in Ayodhya a
held a roadshow, addressed r
lies in Uttar Pradesh where
lashed out at the “dynastic pc
tics” of the Samajwadi Party a
the Congress, saying that wh
their leaders work to bene
only their own families, he v
building a better future for t
coming generations.
Referring to himself a
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minist
Yogi Adityanath, he said: “V
don't have children. We ¢
working for your children.”
Modi also reiterated |
charge that the Congresswant
to carve out a quota for
CONTINUED ON PAGI
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EC transfers Andhra D DGP poll panel
‘viewed him as favouring governing

Bharti Jain & Madhu Rasala

IBANGE 7 DEVIOGRAGY] i

and pmspwtsl}t)he CM. All

New  Delhi/Vijayawada: | > Campaigning ends for third Mpa. the CM’s home dis-
Election Commission on Mmlnﬂwh trict in which his assembly
Sunday ordered the transfer also u
of AndhraPradeshDGPKV | '“u thh belongto thesamecomm\mi
Reddy with 3rd staf ty as him, EC sources clai.
immediate effect, with sour- Cong legislator in Qm med.
cesindicatinghe wasseenby | camp this poll season Incidentally EC had
the poll panel to be allegedly transferred one of the four
the ruling dispen- officers — DGP (Intelligen-
particularly CM Y 8§ ce) P Sitaramanjaneyulu —
Jaganmohan Reddy. on April 23.

The state govt was direc- DGP Reddy is the second
ted by EC to submit names officer to be removed from
of three DG-rank, eligible | this “quartet”, a source said,
IPS officers by Monday for adding that the EC hopes the
appointmentasnew DGP. two transfers will serve as a

EC sources told TOI four  brass and three from police, stern warning to the other
Senior officers in Andhra’s were for long suspected by twoofficers tofallinline,
YSRCP govt, i ing one EC ‘cartel”
from the toaid theel 1 i »2nd to be removed, P 10

2nd state DGP to be
removed by EC this poll

»Continued from P 1
(47 J "he  commission
has been watching
the officers for
some time and believes they
been acting with bias,
given their alleged proximi-
ty to the chief minister
While DGP (Intel) was re-
moved earlier, EC has now
decided to transfer the DGP
as well, in the interest of a

Sabha and assembly polls in
Andhra Pradesh,” an officer
told TOL.

This is the second state
DGP to be removed by EC in
the current general election.
Earlier, West Bengal DGPRa-
jeev Kumar

The opposition claimed Rajendranatt
Reddy had acted like a YSRCP activist
moved from his position
abruptly.

Opposition parties have
accused Reddy of bias to-
wards YSRCP. They claimed
Reddy has been acting like a

'YSRCP activist and has sup-

th the M:

govt. They alleged that false

for allegedly belnﬂm close-
ly i

taBanerjsegovt
Ruidy‘u appointment as
in Feb 2022

been used to silence dissent
and that even social media

hy the Jagan Reddy 'sgovt had
sparked controversy as it al-
legedly bypassed 11senior IPS
officers and disregarded the
Supreme Court's orders on
DGP appointments. Despite
being the least senior, Reddy
was appointed shortly after

his promotion from addition-
al DGP. The previous DGP,
Gautam Sawang, was re-

led toharassment.
The opposition has
claimed that police, under

Reddy's leadership, have :
harshly treated farmers pro-

testing for the protection of
the capital Amaravati. De-
spite numerous complaints,
it is alleged that Reddy has
notbeen responsivetotheop-
position’s
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Lok Sabha elections,
ress general
party in charge of Ut

queitmned the El
Commission of India’s
| untability over “delay} in
updating phase first anfl se-
| cond polling dataand erjgui-
red about com: ion’s in-
tentions behind

He further questidned
how the polling percentage
had increased from 60% to
66% in past 11 days folloWing
polling of first and d
phases on Apr19and Apf 26,
respectively. He tclari-
fication on the of ECI

. 4.8

HHER 93 T A9MF ...2y.. Wﬁﬁmg’mm

‘Why did ECI delay upd

Avil
a meeting in Phulpur

ap

over the claim that
percentage was

with partners of 1
and for chalking
strategy to contest
on Allahabad and

seatsi

lling
poed ﬁ-’
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mination pa filéd for
Lucknow Lok ha were re-

jected during sc on
Sunday. With can-
didates rer ] y af-
ter the €O 1
Initi 21 nomindtions
, Werescru lz by Satdrday
ewemng, e pi
continui to 1 '_ t
of atotal of 41 nominatioh pa.
. Persfiled, only 10 have fi-
nally t e
* didates whose papers w
E eeptedinﬁeU ce
+ Minister e : ]
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{ PHASE 5 POLLS }

NOMINATION WITHDRNWAL ENDS TODAY RAV ‘DAS‘SP s LUCKNOW CANDIDATE

HT Correspondent 2 even though his father
letters@htlive.com cajjdidate:

i t, out of six
LUCKNOW : Monday marks the inations, fdn‘ have been
final day for candidates to with- . Return-
draw their nominations for the i cer (RO) Sachin Verma
May 20 elections in Lucknow iny, leav- d that among those
and Mohanlaganj Lok Sabha, i i = ng to the election are
and Lucknow East assembly . 3 va, Mukesh
seats. e opposition

After ngorous scrutlny of Kushwaha
..... TS, jan Samaj

Mehrou'awillﬁnallyrepresent Kaushal Kighore, has been Party (BSP).
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s for UP 3rd

3 r phase. The third
the third phase of thé Lok the Lok Sabha polls assumes
Sabha election in Utta# Pra- significance, as it wi
desh ended at 6pm on|Sun-  sealthe fate of Uni minis-
dayafterdaysof hectictoad- ter SP Singh Baghel, UP tou-
shows and rallies for the 10  ris minister g::iveet
constituencies which 80  Singh, minister of state for
the polls on May7. revenue Anoop Pr
Sambhal, Hathras and several members of Mu-
Agra (SC), Fatehpur i
Firozabad, Mainpuri,

Budaun, Aonla portant for the Ya amily
willgotopollsinthec of the SP, with Dimple Yadav
phase. The fate of 100 aiming to retain the Main-
datesin this phase will puri Lok Sabha seat, which
cided by 1.88 crore vote: she won in the b:

little over 1 crore male

ers, and more than 87

women voters - in
——
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LS polls: Und
traffic jams

People in the state capital
want their MP to address
the twin problems

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.om

LUCKNOW : Although people in
the high-profile Lucknow Lok
Sabha constituency have been
voting on national issues in gen-
eral elections but local prob-
lems also resonate.

As Lucknow is the capital of
Uttar Pradesh, the city has no
shortfall of development pro-
jects. However, traffic jams and
disposal of garbage have turned
out to be two local issues that
people here want their MP to
take note of.

By virtue of being the state
capital, Lucknow is the first
choice for people from Awadh
region and Purvanchal to settle.

The constituency

%0 RgEM 2ig=, era

The city has witnesded rapid

increase in traffic.

pockets have beconie

bottl 'IAILICIU i 5

hasbecomea nightmare.  FILE
aulviganj

Qaiserbagh crossing
“Traffic jams in Charbagh and

has the VVIP tag as due to bus stands in
former PM Atal both thesg locations.
Bihari Vajpayee had Commutifg in Qais-
represented the seat erbagh right up to the
five times in a row bus stand is a night-
from 1991 to 2004 and mare,” said Sanjay
this time defence s Trivedi, alQaiserbagh
minister Rajnath Elecuons resident. o
Singhisseekingthird 2024 “In the vicinity of
consecutive term Qaiserbagh, thereisa
from the state capital. 1 bus d collectorate

The city has witnessed rapid ~ and registry office./fo ease traf-
increase in traffic in the past fic congestion hére, the bus
several years. Many pockets stand must be shifted,” Trivedi
here have become bottlenecks  suggests
where commuting has become »
anightmare. Awadh crossin,

Such specific points are The Awadh crossing in Alam-
Awadh crossing, Qaiserbagh, bagh is most important as vehi-

Charbagh, Alambagh bus stand,
Kamta crossing in Gomti Nagar
near Lucknow high court, Bur-

cles coming from{Kanpur and
Hardoi roads moftly enter the

|
|

“and commuters get stuck, espe-
cially during ing hours.

Alambagh bus stand just

ahead of the Awadh crossing

‘jams hereare a :Eutine feature

adds to the e's W
“Traffic jams at Awadh cross-
ing are a routin@ affair. All con-

necting roads from the Awadh
crossing get choked everyday.
The Alambagh bus stand needs
to be shifted,! says Puneet

Sharma, a resident of Ta.lviya

agar. ;

“Locals h ant the Luc-
know MP to address the prob-
lem of traffic jams as all our

efforts to get the issue
addressed by the trafficdepart-
ment have failed,” S adds.
Kamta cros: :

The busy ta crossing at
Faizabad road near Lucknow

high court bench is another
intersection in the state capital
that needs to be addressed.

The road this erossing
leads to Chinhat, Barabanki and
towards AygﬁinyaA After the
opening of Mandir, the
Lucknow-Ayodhya road has
witnessed a mqmed rise in traf-
fic movement. The Awadh bus
stand at this busy crossing has
compounded the problem.

The Luckow high court
bench in its viginity is also fac-
ing traffic jams. “The high court
has taken suo motu cognizance
of the issue. The Awadh bus
stand is causing traffic jams in
this entire . The court has
asked the state government to
relocate the bus stand outside
the city,” said AM Tripathi, out-
going president of the Oudh Bar
Association, | Lucknow high
court. t !

0 6 MAY 2024

sposed garbage,
ong major issues

Disposal of garbage

Civic woes are also a major
issue in the state capital. Luc-
know had ranked 45th in 2020,
43rd in 2021 and 44th in 2022in
cleanest city surveys. The civic
body has been able to process
only 12 t of the waste and
21 percent of the landfills are
bioremediated.

The state capital nearly gen-
erates 300 metric tonnes of
plastic waste every day—a five-
fold jump from 59 tonnes in
2015—that poses a threat to
huinan health, depletes nutri-
tional quality of soil and raises
concerns about the long-term
environmental impact.

Lucknow Municipal Corpora-
tion (LMC)’s environment engi-
neer Sanjeev Pradhan says, “We
are working towards making
Lucknow plastic free. We recov-
ered more than 50 tonnes of
plastic last year during different
raids against polythene across
the city.”

Disposal of garbage is a big
issue in the state capital. The
LMC has failed to address the
issue. The LMC has terminated
its contract with Ecogreen, a
private company hired for solid
waste management in the state
capital. Now, it has roped in a
new agency, Ramki of Andhra
Pradesh, for collecting door-to-
door garbage. Almost all 110
wards in the city are facing the
problem of undisposed garbage.

“Disposal of garbage is a big
problem. The municipal corpo-
ration has not been able to
address the issue. The Lucknow
MP must take note of the issue,”
said Saad Rais, a resident of Vic-
toria Street in Old city.
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Campaigni
Lok Sabha

PNS M LUCKNOW

Campaigning for the 10 Lok
Sabha constituencies going
to polls in the third phase of
elections on May 7 ended on
Sunday evening after days of
hectic roadshows and rallies by
rival political leaders.

The 10 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies going to polls in the third
phase are Sambhal, Hathras,
Agra, Fatehpur  Sikri,
Firozabad, Mainpuri, Etah,
Budaun, Bareilly and Aonla.
The fate of 100 candidates will
be decided by 1.88 crore voters
— a littl¢ over one crore male
voters, and more than 87 lakh
women yoters - in this phase
of the elections. [
Out of the 10 constituencies
where polling will be held on
Tuesday, the Bharatiya Janata
PartK won eight in 2019 -
Hathras, Agra, Firozabad,
Fatehpur Sikri, Etah, Budaun,
Bareilly and Aonla. The
Mainpuri and Sambhal Lok
Sabha seats were bagged by the
Samajwadi Party.

The third phase of the Lok
Sabha polls assumes signifi-
cance, as it will seal the fate of
Union Minister SP Singh
Baghel, UP Tourism Minister
Jaiveer Singh, Minister of State
for Revenue Anoop Pradhan
Balmiki, and several members
of Mulayam Singh Yadav’s fam-
ily. Baghel, Jaiveer and Balmiki
are contesting from Agra (SC),
Mainpuri, and Hathras (SC)
Lok Sabha seats. L
This phase of the polls will be
a test for the SP first family with
Dimple Yadav, Akshay Yadav
and Aditya Yadav comest'mg
Mainpuri, Firozabad an
Budaun constituencies respec-
tively.

In Mainpuri, a SP bastion that
the party has never lost, sitting
MP Dimple Yadav will take on
UP Tourism Minister Jayveer
Singh of the BJP. In Firozabad,
BJP candidate Chandra Sen
Jadon is contesting against
Akshay Yadav, son of SP senior
leader Ram Gopal Yaday, and
in Budaun, Aditya Yaday, son
of Shivpal Singh Yadav, is mak-
ing his electoral debut on SP
ticket against Durvijay Shakya
of the BJP.

The third phase polls unfold

with the emergence of Other

Backward Classes (OBCs),

rominently including Yadavs,
odhs and
Kachh#Shakya/Murao com-
muniti¢s, exerting influence
as decigive factors across vari-
ous conjstituencies. Alongside,
the enduring impact of Muslim
and Jatldemographics remains
signifidant in select areas.
E?: F% shase saw sor:;e
igh-pitched campaigns
leagcxllers of all p%s‘ Primz
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union|Home Minister Amit
Shah UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath led the BJP
camp: against, what they
called,|dynasty and appease-
‘ment politics of the Congress
and the Samajwadi SP, and
1 d the opposition for
declining the invitation for
ishtha of Ram temple.
, which has much at
phase three polls,
its caste census pitch
ed its campaign on
the quota issue, alleging that
the BJP will end reservations
and hdnce is seeking 400-plus
ih the Lok a.
Severdl constituengies, includ-
ing Sdmbhal, Agra, Fatehpur
Sikri, Mainpuri and Aonla are
witnessing a triangular contest
betwden the National

al, a stronghold of

i Molayam Singh Yadav
to thelLok Sabha twice in 1998

- and 1999 and another SP vet-

eran Ram Gopal Yadav in 2004.
won the seat twice in

somed in Sambhal only once,

in 2014, while the Congress last

won this seat in 1984.

The Mathras Lok Sabha con-
i is a bastion of the BJP

elected the candidates
party. In 2009, the
Rasht¥iya Lok Dal won this seat
as anfally of the BJP.

JP has won the Agra

20094 The BJP has won the
Fatehpur Sikri Lok Sabha seat
twice — in 2019 and 2014 ~
whild the BSP won it in 2009.
The Birozabad Lok Sabha con-

-Yadav combination, -

ends for 10
seats in UP

stituency elected SP chief

ilesh Yadav in 2009 and his
cousin Yadav in 2014.
Raj Babbar ofy Congress gave a
shock defeat to SP’s Dimple
Yadav in this constituency ina

bypoll in i

Nﬂ:npuri is one the most keen-

l[{l- d Lok Sabha seats in
€

SP

third phase. u}\lﬁaainpuri snegnl:
founder M Si
Yadav to the Loky;;?)ha five
times. The SP has been win-
ning this seat since 1996. The
last won from here in
1984. In 2019, Mulayam Si
Yadav won by defeating BJP’s
Prem Singh Shakya. In 2024,
BJP’s Jaiveer Singh is challeng-
ing the SP’s Dimple Yadav. Dr
Gulshan Dev S| is the BSP
candidate.
The BJP won the Etah Lok
ha seat six times since 1989.
In between, the SP won this
seat twice. In 2009, Kazan
Singh won as an Independent
supported by the SP. BJP’s
veer Singh, son of late
lyan Singh, won this seat in
2014 and 2019. The party has
de him its candidate again
in 2024. Devesh Shakya is the
SP candidate while BSP has
fielded Mohammed Irfan as its
_ca:xdidate.

e SP won the Budaun seat
tinuously from 1996 to 2014,
it was wrested by the BJP in
19. This time, BJP has
placed sitting MP Sanghmitra
aurya with Durvijay Shakya.
itya Yadav, son of Shivpal
v, is making his political
but from Budaun. The BSP
ndidate is Muslim Khan.
he BJP has won the Aonla Lok
bha seat six times since 1989
\d three times since 2009.
he SP has won it twice.
harmendra Kash (BJP),
eeraj Maurya (SP{:P;ld Abid
]i (BSP) are the main contes-
ts. In the Bareilly constituen-
the BJP has replaced its eight-
e MP Santosh Gangwar,
0 continuously won the seat
m 1989 till 2019, barring in
when the Congress candi-
te Praveen Aron defeated
m by a thin margin.
hatrapal Singh Gangwar is
e BJP candidate who is pitted
inst Praveen Aron, now an
candidate. The nominati
of BSP candidate Chhotelal
jan, was cancelled due to
a technical glitch.
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From Page | »m..pm hmn Singh, impact of lhciuylkulll
Geniben Thakor, it i ot ol el o B BPs lncumbent MP U
MLA Voa | 1n Semaul Pl anllles 2019, Thelpaty i Ghadhay.
,Ihn.nlunlhn et bas fate of Union him its candidate again in In cm..-m.-n Rair
been Hiniser 5 Singh .;ual Shakya is the
e .wnn BFs U Toursm Minier o
Rekha Chaudhary, making it i Minister. of
the only sest In thE S Suu for Anoop
Balmiki.

S e Mainpuri, an SP
This phase wll witnesf thatthe garty s neveglost,
polling in 10 Lok Sabha sitting Yadavwill
Constituencies of Utar take on Juiveer Singh of third Kharge lost the
Pradesh, IP. In Firozabad, BIP the emergence of 209 Lok Sabba_clection
Hathras,  Agra, T candidate Chandra  Sen Backward Classes (OBCs), from this seat, the
Sikel, i Malipuet Jadon s conatndiupied promineslly  Jachding et <han This
Taah, . Bareilly and ay \’ad‘v Lodsi, ** und time
Aoala. Of the 10 seats that ps Yaddp< gt Kachit/Shukys!Murdo 16 again der the
will vote on Tuesday, the BJP mn of smml - communities, exerting 5] m.’ﬂ because it s not
won eight in 2019 -~ . making hu elmm-l de influence as ve factors &;lym it Kharge

Firozabed, Fatchpur againet Durway Shakya'of scrosvarious constituenciend but sonin-law

Eiah, Badaun, Bareily BIP. In Elav. BIPs Raweer Alongside, - the . endurh ! Fahakishas Dosdumn

datefor Chhattisgarh  with 68

the An.umn Lok nomination forms,
Sebha seats in Jammu and The 14 scgments going
Kashmir ~ has  been polls “bn y  in

due to various Karnataka are: Belgaum
logistical, commanication, (I m Uttars Kannada,
and natural baseiers affecting
connectivity. has «n-pnm) Bidur Haverl
been rescheduled to May 25, Bellari
with the nt (ldhm‘ Py Bijapur
scheduled for
Tn this phase, t had &
.n.nmumncmmin.ﬁen

rms from 26
Sharaes "¥
Mabarshtrs with - 51
‘aominations from ird_ phase peum;
Osmanabad Plll\lmﬂmry Assam on Sund-y . Voting
acy i Mabarsshe il take

recelved a 077 Saha scals In the state:

Rominaion. forrs Bilowdl
PC “in

ti, Dhubri,

Guwa
Kokrajhar and Barpeta-—on ~respectively.

s

The richest candidate in the

South Goa constituency for,

the BJP. Pallavi Shrinivas
bo: wealth

2019 polls, which saw
tunouts of 69.43 per cent
and 69.17 per cent in the first
and  second  phases,
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l:amnamn ends for 3rd phase L3 Illl||8

in this round as the party had in
2019 won an overwhelming majority

of these seats, including all in
Gujarat‘ Chhattisgarh, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, that will go to
polls on May 7.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the BJP charge,
asking the Congress to
give in writing that it will
not hand over the quota
for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes to

Coﬁxcss and its allies accused
the BJP of trying to tamper with the

. y‘ A E i |PHASE 3 RAJESH KUMAR M NEW DELHI
2024 1S volmg concludes for States marled in red
Ce— he high-octane cam for
STATES y P the third phase of Zwsl.ok
g Sabha polls in 93 dParlIll;lt;(ary
UJARA! constituencies spread in 1 ates
# K and Union Territories came to an
end on Sunday evening with top
leaders of the BJP-led NDA and the
- Opposition INDIA bloc making a
l last-gasp effort to woo voters. The
» end of the campaigning marks the
2 commencement of a 48-hour silence
it period.
A total 1351candidates are in fray in
lhil:hphaslc. The third phase of Lok
&, TR L . Sabha elections is an important
KARNATAKA " QFM' Belgaum, m round for Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
gl B¥r, Gubarga, Ralchu, Bdar Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh.
| Koppal, Bellary, Haveri, Dharwad, It will decide the polincal future of
| uttara Kannada, Davangere, three bigwigs - "Maharaja"
Shimoga Jyotiraditya Scindia, from Guna,
"z:cchon ke mama and behno ke
Maharashtra 11 | Baramati, Raigad, Osmanabad, bhaiyya® Shivraj Singh Chouhan
. Latur (SC), Solapur (SC), Madha, from Vidisha and ‘raja” of
Sangli, Satara, Ratnagiri- Raghogarh Digvijaya Singh aka
: Raja from Rajgarh.
Sindhudurg Kohapu, atlarangle | 0,857, Te 2o family
Uttar Pradesh L 10 | Sambhal, Hathras, Agra (SC), seat of Guna as a Congress
. Fatehpur Sikri, Firozabad, Mainpuri, lz';'amhdnte in 2019, is
& oping to regain
< Etah, Budaun, Aonia, Bareilly toll:mguncy ona BJP ncket
Madhya Pradesh 8 | Bhind, Bhopal, Guna, Gwalior, (s}?ls}llxge s
. | Mom i ‘ﬁm Similarly, S ase e a
B T 2, ajar, Sagar, test for {hc Saer:ajwadi Party's (SP)
CHHATTISGARH 7 | Sarguia, Raigarh, JanjgirChampa, | first family as well, with Dimple
o Korba, Bilaspur, Durg, Raipur Yagav, Akshay Yag:v and Aditya
TR fadav ing from inp
"b’,\; (Jnanjharput s‘“",'m Firozabad and Budaun respectively.
Khagaria To ensu;(ﬁ(hal :‘hed polling &erce'x‘mge
ASSAM Dhubri, k is not affected due to “harsh
42 parses, Gl summer", the poll body has arran,
West Bengal 4 | Maldaha Uttar, Maldaha Dakshin, shamianas and tents, addmonal
| Jangipur, i and dnnkmg mte;bfacllgles lo
=5 l on stane and usiny
oA | 2 |NorthBoa SouthGoa adjacent rooms of the p)q':lhng boot
BADRA ANO Nagar Havel, as waiting areas for the days.
HAVELVDAMAK Diu The stakes are

and do away with
rcs«vmons

The principal op‘rosxllon party.
which has promised to remove the
50 per cent cap on reservations, also
asked the BJP to clear its stance on
the issue.

Baramati in Maharashtra’s Pune
district is one of the most keenly

wﬂ:hcdummﬂhhphmuililfo;
“time that two members of

the first

the influential Pawar family are
contesting against each other.
Sharad Pawar’s daughter and sitting
MP Supriya Sule and nephew Ajit
Pawar's wife Sunetra Pawar have
been pitted against each other by the
two factions of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) from the
constituency.
This is also the first major electoral
battle between the factions after the
split in July last year.
Of the 26 Lok Sabha seats in Gujarat,
the BJP’s Mukesh Dalal has already
won from Surat unopposed after the
nomination of Congress' Nilesh
Kumbhani was rejected over
irregularities in the signature of
proposers and other candidates
withdrew.
Among the prominent candidates in
the fray are Union Home Minister
Amit Shah from Gandhinagar, as
well as his Cabinet colleagues
Mansul Mandaviya and
Parshottam Rupala from Porbandar
and Rajkot, respectively. During the
czmpalgn the BJP had to face the ire
of the Kshatriya community over a
remark made by Rupala in Rajkot.
He had claimed several rulers from
the community had "roti and beti”
(marriage and trade) relations with

the British and other foreign
invaders.
Rupala ‘is up against former

Congress MLA Paresh Dhanani,
who had defeated him in the 2002
Assembly polls. The Congress has
ﬁclded four sitting and eight former

lt |s :omeshng the polls in alliance
with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).
As part of the agreement, the
Congress Po( 24 seats (including
Surat), while Lhe AAP has been given
Bhavnagar :.n

ud onpage8
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‘Campaigning ends for 10
Lok Sabha seats in UP

PNS M LUCKNOW

C aigning for the 10 Lok
a constituencies going
to polls in the third phase of
clections on May 7 ended on
Sunday evening aﬁ:r days of
hectic roadshows and rallies by
rival political leaders.
The 10 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies going to polls in the third
phase are Sambhal, Hathras,
Agra, Fatehpur Sikri,
Firozabad, Mainpuri, Etah,
Budaun, Bareilly and Aonla.
ghr: fate of 100 candidates will
e dﬁ ::d by 1.88 crore voters

87
women voters — In this phase -

of the elections.
Out of the 10

Emminen including Yadavs,
odhs i 8 and

Kachhi/Shakya/Murao com-
munities, exerting influence
u decisive factors across vari-

smuency elected SP chief

fadav in 2009 and his
cousin Ak.sha Yadav in 2014.
Raj Babbar of ress gave a
shock defeat to SP’s Dimple
Yadav in th yina

lhe enduring impact of Muslim
and Jat demographics remains
s| nificant in select areas.

e third phase saw some
Mgh pitched campaigns by
leaders of all parties. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath led the BJP
cam%m%n apmsl,dwhal duy

ment l{:lmcs of the Conm
Samgjwadi SP, and
slammcd lhe opposition tt_‘n
for

bypoll in 2009.
Mainpuri is one the most keen-
J‘contested Lok Sabha seats in
e third ‘rhm Mainpuri sent
SP founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav to the Lok Sabha five
times. The SP has been win-
ning this seat since 1996. The
Congress last won from here in
1984.In 2019, Mulayam Slngl
Yadav won by defeating BJ

Singh Shakya. In 2024,
BI?‘: Jaiveer Si dnlklg-
ing the SP’s Dmshle Yadav. Dr
Gulshan Dev S| is the BSP

where polling will be held on
Tnesday. the Bharatiya Janata
Party won eight in 2019 -
Hathras, Agra, Firozabad,
Fatehpur Sikri, Etah, Budaun,
Bareilly and Aonla. The
Mainpuri and Sambhal Lok
Sabha seats were bagged by the
Samajwadi Party.
The thrd phase of the Lok
Sabha polls assumes sltgnlﬁ-
cance, as it will seal the fate of
Union Minister SP Singh
Baghel, UP Tourism Minister
Jaiveer Singh, Minister of State
for Revenue Anoop Pradhan
Balmiki, and several members
of Mulayam Singh Yadav's fam-
ily. Baghel, Jaiveer and Balmiki
are contesting from Agra (SC),
Mainpuri, and Hathras (SC)
Lok Sabha seats.
This phase of the polls will be
a test for the SP first family with
Dimple Yadav,
i
Mainpuri, Firozabad an
un constituencies respec-
tively.
In Mainpuri, a SP bastion that
the party has never lost, sitting
MP Dimple Yadav will take on
UP Tourism Minister Jayveer
Singh of the BJP. In Firozabad,
BJP candidate Chandra Sen
Jadon is contesting against
Akshay Yadav, son of SP semor
leader Ram Gopal Yaday,

Pran Pnnsh!hz of Ram temple.
The SP, which has much at
stake in phase three polls,
pushed its caste census pitch
and focused its campaign on
the quota issue, alleging that
the BJP will end reservations
and hence is seeking 400-plus
seats in the Lok Sabha.
Sevesr:l mmcnc:es. includ-
ing Saml , Fatehj
iy Maulpuri‘?n:i Aunlapx
witnessing a triangular contest
between the National
Democratic Alliance, INDIA
bloc and the Bahujan Szma;
e others like Hathras,
Firozabad, Etah and Budaun
will see a direct contest between
the BJP and the SP.
Sambhal, a stronghold of
Muslim-Yadav combination,
elected Mulayam Singh Yadav
tothe Lok Sabha twice in 1998
and 1999 and another SP vet-
eran Ram Gopal Yadav in 2004.
The BSP won the seat twice in
1996 and 2009. The lotus blos-
somed in Sambhal only once,
in 2014, while the Congress last
won this seat in 1984.
The Hathras Lok Sabha con-
stituency is a bastion of the BJP
and since 1991 it has uninter-
) elected the candidates
of the paﬂ’y In 2009, the
Dal won this seat
of the BJP.

in Budaun, Aditya Yah xLJ‘ig BJP has won the Agra

of Shiv Yadav, is
:ﬁm debut on SP

ncig( against Durvijay Shakya

of the BJP.

The third phase polls unfold

with the emergence of Other

Backward Classes (OBCs),

reserved seat five times since
1991, three times in a row since
Sk St s
Fatehpur Lok Sabha seat

ms%;lS and 2014 -
whnle the BSP won it in 2009.
The Firozabad Lok Sabha con-

The BJP won the Etah Lok
Sabha seat six times since 1989.
In between, the SP won this
s:xsh twice. In 2009, Kal

Sii won as an Independent
supported by the SP. BJP's
Rajveer Singh, son of late
Kzi Singh, won this seat in
2014 lnd 2019. The arty has
made him its candidate again
in 2024. Devesh Shakya is the
SP candidate while BSP has
fielded Mohammtd Irfan as its

candidat
The SP won the Budaun seat
continuously from 1996 to 2014,
buulwaswmskdbydxnl?m
2019. This time, B]P has

ﬁplaoed sitting MP Sanghmitra
aurya with Durvijay Shakya.
Aditya Yadav, son of
Yaday, is making his political
debut from Budaun. The BSP
candidate is Muslim Khan.
‘The BJP has won the Aonla Lok
Sabha seat six times since 1989
and three times since 2009.
The SP has won it twice.

K(’-“")Y‘P (BJP),
All (BSP) are the mlln‘comes~
tants.

<y, the BJP has replaced its eight-

time MP Santosh Gan;g:tr.

who continuously won the seat

from 1989 till 2019, bnrrlngm
2009 when the

date Praveen Aron defutcd
him by a thin margin.

Gangwar is

the mmmmahmo is pitted
against Praveen Aron, now an
SP candidate. The nomination
of BSP candidate Chhotelal

G was cancelled due to
.myﬁm
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